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TALENTED ARTIST, Mrs. Ridgway is fascinated by technique of Japanese
flower arrangement. Here she demonstrates her skill for a formal class
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DURING A FLOWER EXHIBITION HELD IN TOKYO,
JAPAN, IN HONOR OF MRS KITAJ! FUJIKARA,
MRS FUJIWARA (LEFT) RECEIVES GIFTS FROM
MRS FRANK A. ALLEN (CENTER) WHO SPONSORED
THE EXHIBIT, AND MRS MATTHEW 0. RIDGWAY

(right )«

US ARMY PHOTO BY CPL JACK BURKETTE (NM
GHQ PHOTO LAB



FEC-51-43351 11 DECEMBER 1951

ONE OF THE EXHIBITS OF THE FLOWER SHOW
AT VIRSe FRANK A» ALLEN. JR’S HOME [M
IOKVO? JAPAN? HONORING MRS. FUJ' WARA
'ELL KNOWN JAPANESE FLOWER ARRANOFR-»*

U S ARMY PHOTO BY CPL JACK R «4+C (GMr 7
GHQ PHOTO LAB
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A-flleM r: Sunder , Itebana
receiving her Instructors

Br 6T 08 tBRGFR M8 EnbiBYNo t NALERa RigadMast-

Tokyo, Japan, Jan. 19 52.
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FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS GO JAPANESE—Mrs. Frank A Allen, Jr., far right, takes Georgil
magnolia leaves and pine to make this, typical Japanese flower arrangement. Looking on are, lef
to right, Ayako -Kolzur, Mrs. Allen helper, Mrs. Theron Thompson and Mrs. Amon McCormefil
of the Azaléa Garden Club, which organization sponsored Mrs. Allen’s talk at a.luncheon meetinf
(Photo Frink Christian).

Members were impressed

the fact that Japanese flower ar-
ranging bs\%?n as earléas the sixth
cen ur%/' en the Emperors de-
creed this to be a religious ritual
as an offering to Buddha. As a re-
sult, the people of Japan over the
centuries became adept in this
art, which they consider in the
same catego_l;)(1 as our paintings and
sculpture.” The infinite charm of
their art is achieved by the suc-
cessful use of the materials in ac-
cordance with .their natural set-
tings.

_Mrs. Allen created several beau-
tiful exhibits to demonstrate the

techniques of Japanese flower af 1
rangements. The lecture and dein-1
onstratlon wa* *“rffTner' enhanced |
by the authentic kimonos and
dainty sandals worn by Mrs. Allen
and Ayako Koczur, who assisted
her in"the demonstration.

Guests  were Louise J.
TatonV wife of Col. Tatom, jComl
manding Officer of the élgnal_
Corps Training Center atJCampj

Gordon and Mrs. W. C Hair,
mother- of Mrs. Ray Ringson. J;

Mrs. Hugh P. Greemtr'Mrs. John
W TrWnffand Mrs. William Get*
loway were welcomed into the clu#
as new members by Mrs. Amon
McCormick, President.

The decorations for the lunch«
eon table were arranged by Mrs.
W. B. Badger and Mrs. Theron

[Thompson.

Kiistory ot Japanese Flower Arranging Given

By Mes. Frank A. Allen, Jr, Before Azalea Club

rs. Frank A Allen, Jr., wife of  ........"% .. |
camp Gordon’s commanding gen-
eral, addressed members of the
Azalea Garden Club Wednesday
on the history of Japanese Flower
Arranging when members met for
8 bfncbo’n at the, Countgy Club
afr™A-llen* writer and lecturer
on Japanese ¢ Tower Arrangements
amed her knowledge of "the art
uring the yfar and™ one-half she

Wﬂﬂe ther@%g %Biéb”uﬁ&@PW

SSSSRip an,ailthority on flower
in his native land.



MORNING, QCT.

rEAUTIFUL _JAPANESE ARRANGEMENTS
LUB MEETING-T'\#\e I(T_DCto er meeItEing of the Azalea Garden urn™ ~ ~

nesday afternoon was, highli%hted by a talk by Mrs. cordon and noted writer and lecturer
ment”~ Mrs. Allen, wife of the C°mmandinf enerM N e ZStote the techniques
on Japanese Arrangements, created above (left to right) Mrs. Allen in authentic
of Japanese flower arrangements. In vpx tnSan?aneement of yellow roses, in a cream colored oblong
kimono has just placed the imls® g *VaolLse *remand Mrs Ray Ringson, Azalea Club member,

S gcreatge”™ely krrangements. (Fitz photo by Robert Symm*

Country Club on Wed-
Japanese Flower Arrange-

Azalea Garden Club hears
Mrs. Frank Allen Jr. speak

Mrs. Frank A. Allen Jr., wife of
the Commanding General at Cam
Gordon, Brig. General Frank
Allen Jr., was the guest speaker
at the October meeting of the
Azalea Garden Cluh held Wednes-
day afterhoon at; the Augusta
Country Club.

Mrs. Allen, writer and lecturer
on_Japanese Flower Arrangements,
gained her knowledge of the art
during_ the year and one half she
spent”in Japan with her husband.

hile_in Japan she studied under-
Mr. ,Fugewara, and authority on
flower arranging in bis native land.

Mrs. Allen made a most inter-

technique of_Japanese flower ar-
rangement. The lecture andl
demonstration was further enhanc-_
ed by the authentic kimonos a_nd{
dainty sandals worn by Mrs. Alien!
and ‘Ayako Koczur, who assisted"
her in the demonstration,

The Iovelg decorations for the
luncheon table were arranged by
Mrs. W. B. Babger and Mrs. Theronl
Thompson. , .

Mrs.Amon McCormick, presi-i
dent, welcombed the following new!
members into the club; Mrs. Hugh!
P Greene, Mrs. John W. TrulocKI
and Mrs. William Galloway. 'She
also welcombed Mrs. Louis™J. Ta-
tom, wife of Colonel Tatom, Com-

esting talk and told her audience] mandlnq_ Officer of the SiginaJl
about the beginning of flower ar- Corps Training Center at Campl
ranging in Japan which began as Gordon and Mrs. Wr C. Hafe, oil
early as the sixth century when the Atlanta, mother of Mrs. Ray jHngJ
Emperors decreed this to be a relig- ison, who were guests at the
ious ritiual as an offering to Bud-

dha. As a result, the people of
Japan over the centuries became
adept in this art, which they con-
sider_in the same category as our
aintings and sculpture. “The _in-
inite charm of their art is achiev-
ed by the successful use of the
materials in_accordance with their
natural settings.

i Mrs. Allen created several beau-
tiful exhibits to demonstrate the

ing.



r MORNING, DEC. 14, 1952

RECEIVES GRADUATE TEACHER'S CERTIFICATE Heainaster  arangemoniiyile in Japan in 191) and 1961 Her book “Japaneee
Ohara, presents a graduate teacher’s certificate to Mrs. Frank A ZOWE‘{ ASrr%nA%ement 4 adNuts %t_A Prlmetr beanring. Students
Alln " Wi of Caip Gordans Comarfing geperalMis. Alln  48sta, Saiaday.and s designed o acquaint begiining students
received the certificate as a result of her study of Japanese flower p p 9 :



ranging and serves -alsoHi a re- late Major General,and Mrs. Wal-
fresher for advanced students. ter H. Gordon, U. S. Army, Her
*T have three ambitions regard- father was -related to Lt. Gen.

M I'S. F ran k A nm éu |,h0 IS ilngw!alﬁfc\a{\g's ?é\él deé(Fl);)?/lglsf'o: lafrs]g John B. Gordon, famous Confed-
knowledge of this art; secondly, to erate hero of the War Between the
flower arrangement book Gk _ .
studied Japanese flower arrange- Feeling very much at home in
ment; and, thlrdgg1 to bring to this the South, shé finds it particular-

form an”association of all individ- States and for whom Camp Gor-
What is believed to be the first sketch of the development of this country some day on tour the Iy interesting that the shrubbery

Japanese methods

uals who are studying or have don was named.

book on Japanese flower arrange- ancient art is also included.

ment to be published in this coun-
try b)é an_American author made
its debut in Augusta Saturday.

. “Japanese Flower Arrangement
in a Nutshell — A Primer” 1s the
title of the book on this ancient
art of flower arrangement by Mrs,
Frank A. Allen Jr., wife of the
commanding general at Camp
Gordon.

The author is a graduate teacher
of the famous ara and Saga
schools of Japanese flower arrange
ment. The book was written “in
answer to demands, for a book on
this subject by her students and
was published” by Tidwell Print-
ing, Inc., of Augusta. Mrs. Allen

~conducts weekly classes in Japa
nese flower arrangement and has
lectured before interested groups
in Augusta.

Lon%_ devoted to flowers* Mrs
Allen Tirst -became interested in

learning Japanese technique”, and
methods in the summer oiJ 1950
while in Japan. At that time, Cien.
Allen had left for Korea with the
famed First Cavalry Division of
which he was the assistant com-
manding general. .
Many *‘duties

_ Plunged immediately into a mul-
titude of activities which mush-
roomed into existence almost over-
night as troops were rished fgqpm
Japan to the Korean battle fronts,
she assisted in the operation of a

24-hour-a—d§¥ canteen as well as
other Red “‘ross duties. .
It was during these hectic days

which marked the beginnindof the
Korean police action that She be-
gan her study of Ikebana orf“flow-
ers arranged according to ruie.®
In the limited leisure fime at he*
disposal she studied _lkebana in
regular classes and private lessons
at her home as a means of relaxa-

In her book, Mrs. Allen outlines
the rules and procedures for ar-
ranging flowers in_the two funda-
mental styles of Japanese flower

| arrangemént, The Monbana and
iithe Heika styles. Lesosns, illustrat-
ed with pictures and sketches,
clearly _explain how to complete
the various forms of arrangements
for each of these styles. Addition-
al pages of pictures demonstrate
further examples of these styles,

as well as adv%\nc d.f][ee . ,a
rangements. rief  historical

The step-by-step method in which 9
the book is ‘presented is designed -
(to acquaint the beginner Wth the beauty.” . R ‘B
elements of Japanese flower ar-

Book layout
Blghest” peak

iioiiw wntri!.!
57?

[J)U S JiM

L _ When Mrs. Allen arrived, look
~ince early last fall, Mrs. Frank -ing lovely, as usual, In a taupe
I'i Allen Jr., a charming lady grey ensemble, she was truly sur-
have adopted prised and overj(_)lyed at seeing
] ~t or hot;vfir every mettrahf (WTi~Suaygroup
bden conducting a Style Arrange-'except one, present for the occa-
ment class in Japanese flower ar-sion.
rangement for around 25 Augusta
wogen.

Bam  Augustan
whether sr?e Iik\%\/

[ Ly
Mrs. Paul Cooper, the missmﬁ
] ~member who was stricken wit

Tire group is called “Morri that malady so familiar to uslall,
Bona,” ich in Japanese means, hab”iUer trouble,. made up for
Stylq Arrangement.. They have no her absence at the gay luncheon
clubi officers but hold regular by contributing the centerpiece
meetings where their teacherlMrsjarrangement for the main luntfi-
Allen, “instructs them informally eon table. This_she fashioned of
in the art of Japanese flower ar- holly leaves which she had tinted
rangelnent. with silver and sprinkled with gli®

Knowing that her delightfullj ter dust.

interesting book,, “Japanese Flow  Mrs. Shields received her guests
er ArSjngement — In A Nutshell' attired*n a smart brown dersey
was Commﬂll off the press Ithii frock with gold kid trim_and Mrs.
week,She Morri Bona ?]roup! " Kenneth Miller, a special guest
cided Hue proper time had comi wore a black dress with “coral
H'pay homage to their teajbhe touches.

and bEIOV?d riend. The highlight of the afternoon
And so it was arranged to hona was the presentation of two love-
her with a luncheon 'on Monda: ly gifts to Mrs. Allen b¥ Mrs.
at the Bransford roach home o Marion Miller. During a lecture
Mrs. P._ A Shields. It was to b on contahiers, the class had ear-
a surprise party — and all mem marked for future use, a reference
bers wire pledged to secrecy. made bnyers. _Allen concerning
“the mosf exquisite container she

had ever seen.” Naturally, the

Morri__Bona grouE_ gave her the
beautiful large white oval-shapedl

great ‘masters of “this "art, those and f
masters who are so wonderfully those found in Japan. So marked
ualified to display the art-at its is this resemblance that she calls
of "Mrfection and this Section of the nationj'a flow-
) er arranger's paradise in the Unit-
IMrs. Allen it the daughter of the ed Stales.”

lowers are so familiar to

They also gave her six pairs of
stockings — and the story behind
this gift is too good to keeﬁ. If
seems that Mrs. Allen ftasa habit
that is very hard on nylons. Oif
Trips over” the countryside or
while traveling between™ Augusta
and Camp Gordon, if she spies
some shrub or bramble growing
along the highway or in an open
field” — she stops the car .and

ingerly goes after the material
0 ‘use” in her artistic Japanese
flowfer arrangements.  ws

Hef pupils declare thaffishe has
torn a dozen or more stockings
while gathering materials Tor their
study group and the little gesture
of apgreuatlon for her efforts in
their behalf was a source of much
merriment at the luncheon.

The delightful event came to a
close Iwith Mrs. Allen inscribing_a
cglpy Of herdbook with the worgj&
“To My Pupil,” for each guest, T1

We sire sure you have seen the
booklet™ in storé windows around
town. The pale peach cover is
decorated with a delicate paintin
of a Japanese arrangement an
the letters on the cover plainly
state that it is “A Primer.”

Mrs. Allen says that her princi-
pal objects in “writing the book
were first*\o present correct Jap-
anese flower arrangement easy
to follow; second, to have the in-
formation in capsule form and,
fastly, to keep .the price low.

The introduction on page four
of the booklet is by Mrs. Henry R
Perking, president of the Augusta
Council of Garden clubs, in which
she pays tribute,to Mrs. Allen’s
clear, ur]derstandable manner of
presentation.

BEgsisj
ffe know many an .Augusta
ver enthusiast will be hoping

T™!
fern egthc?@?ﬁfrism%sptree.l

R ek % MOy (Ghcheon

roak, Mrs. William C h a »
Dewey L. Davis, Mrs. Guy H.
ty « Mrs. Charles W. Brega,

1T Walter B. Murray, Mrs,. Ed-
\D. Fulcher, Mrs. Ramon Sigji
‘Mrs. Angel Quadrada, ?
heth Miller, Mrs- John V.
for Mrs. David R. Dingeman,
 Clement C. Petrillo. Mrs. W.
VTezner. Mrs. George Cadmus,
H'-R. F. Dudson and the hostess,

[lj Shields. nj
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JAPANESE FLOWER

«icnag» RANBEMENT in 'a NUTSHELL

By
Ellen Gordon Allen
Outstanding authority on Japanese Flower Arranging; having studied

this art directly under the Masters In Japan. This unique book is
now featured at the Green Thumb.

0 Ornamental Shrubbery < Fertilizers
O Garden Tools and Equipment

* Christmas Flowers

GREEN THUMB GARDEN STORE

Elbert A. Botts, Horticulturist— Manager
2113 Kings Way Phone 4-5845
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Flower Art Lauded By Mrs. Allen

As one of the most en-
students  of
Japanese flower arrange-
ment, Mrs. BlJen G. Allen,
a former resident in Japan
and now ;of Washington,
D.C., is contributing great-
ly to international, friend-
ship through her efforts to
popularize the Japanese

art in the United States.

-Mrs. Allen is the wife of
Maj.-Gen. Frank A Allen,
former Assistant Commanding
General (then as brigadier-
%Qnenal) of the First Cavalr

ivision and later on the staff
of SCAP under Gen. Ridgway.

During her stay in Japan
during ~ the ears 1950-52,
Mrs. "Allen took up the study
of Japanese flower arrange-
ment, partl¥ because of her
interest in flowers, but also a
means of needed relaxation.
Finding it to be a delightful
hobby, ~. she be?an study in
earnést mnd ultimately ° re-
ceived diplomas as a graduate
teacher ipi -the Ohara .and
Saga schools of flower arrange-
ment.

Since feer return to the
United States, she has publish-
ed “Japanese Flower A.rran%e-
ment in _a™J'iutshell,” which She
haS dedicated to her teacher,
Mrs. Kimiko Fujiwara. As Mrs.
Allen explains_ it, her mam
purpose -w*writing the book
was “to .make the basic_prin-
ciples of Japanese flower
arrangement brief, clear and
available to anyone interested.”

_She has formed an organiza-
tion' called the Japanese
Flower Arrangement  Assqcir
ation bf America and is ho?mg
to see the formation of a
arallel organization in J&pan
hat would transcend all
schools and would help: to
bring together the people of
many nationalities interested
in the art.
cShe;brexpressedh”~
in a letter written to Reikichi
Yokohama, director of K. Miki-
moto. Inc,, with. whom the
Allens became friends during
their stay in Japan.

“l have three ambitions re-
garding lkebana,” Mrs. Allen
explains;

“First, | want to spread a
love for and knowledge of this
art; secondly, to form an as-
sociation of all individuals who
are studying or have studied
Japanese” flower arrangement;
and thirdly, to bring td the
United States some day on
tour the great masters of this
art, those Who are so wonder-'
fully qualified tb display ithe
art’ at its highest peak
perfection and ‘beauty.” o

Davison Book Store
Japanese motif to display Mrs.

this speci-al

in Augusta,

Georgia, has
Allen’s book.

created
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TO ASSIST IN LECTURE_AND EXHIBIT ON JAPANESE AR-

RANGING—Assisting Mrs, Frank A. Allen Jr. tomorrow when she
a lectu®nd exhibit'on "Japanese Flower Arrangements”

at the Garden Center will be her class on Japanese Dress. The~lec=

ture and exhibit, to which the public is invited, is sponsored by th

Aircusta Council of Garden Clubs and will begin at 11

\év«l be foHowed by a coffee. There will be no char

ge. Shown try-
on thl costumes St the home of Mrs Charles

. rega are (éft
tmright, seated) Mrs. Ralph Pearson, Mrs. Brega, Mrs.\P"A,. Shields,

Mrs” Dewey L. Davis Mrs. R. F. Dubson, Mrs Robert J. Campbell
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Mrs. Allen to Address Meeting
Of Council of Garden Clubs

o 's Arare treat is in store for Au-
usta flower lovers Thursday When
rs. Frgnk A. Allen, Jr., noted au-
thority ton Japanese flower ar-
rangements, will speak at the Gar-
den Center at 11 a. m. under the
auspices of the Augusta Council of
Garden Clubs. . . o
The public is cordially invited
to attend, the lecture being part

6f the Council’s educational pro-'

gram for the year. There is no
admission charge, Mrs. IHenry R
Perkins, council president, said.
Mrs. Allen, wite of Camp Gor-
don’s commanding general, has
spent a number of years in.Japan

before and after "World War 11(

where she studied Japanese flower
arranging.
During the late fall the speaker
Eubllshed a primer oh *“Japanese
lower Arranging in a Nutshell”
Since coming to Augusta she has
organized a class in this type of
flower arranging which has' held
regular meetings_at her home.
embers of this class will assist
at her lecture Thursdaay. .
\  Coffee, will be served during the
-morning.

AUTHOR SPEAKS BEFORE
and Mrs. M. C. Miller take care u notes on Japanese

Ldnese arrafg ™ has ~cntly published a book on the subject.
the Augus?a Council of Garden Clubs.-CPhoto Frank Christian).

. Frank
Arien” noted" authority on
The talk was sponsored by.
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THE AUGUSTA (GA)) HERALD—Thursday, Jan. 6, 1955

By MARGARET TWIGGS

eir first trip to the nation’s capital was
-I-ha never-to-be-forgotten experience for the children of
Dr and Mrs. William Thurmond who returned home today.

Betsy, Ellen, and Billy Thurmond accompanied their
mother to Washington last week and were among guests
attending the swearing in ceremony which made their uncle,
J. Strom Thurmond, the junior senator from South Carolina.

Mrs. Thurmond and the youngsters also attended the
luncheon given yesterday after the ceremony by Sen. and
Mrs. Thurmond at a Washington hotel.

During the days prior to the event the youngsters saw
the sights in and around Washington and the thrill of them
all was the Senate chamber where their uncle Strom will
be for the next six years.

The Augustans joined friends and relatives from Edge
fnld, Columbia, anu Aiken.

. ALTHOUGH HER ARRIVAL HERE MARKED HER FIRST
glimpse of Augusta, Mrs. Stewart Hull had made quite a few friends
who visited Puerto Rico from time to time during the past year
or so since her marriage.

_Among them are Mr. and_ Mrs. John L. Murray who met her
durlr_]lg their visit in San Juan just before Christmas. o

omorrow night Mr. and_Mrs. Murray are_entertaining for
Mr. and Mrs. Hull at a cocktail party for sSome 75 guests at their
home on Overton road beginning at éight o’clock. )

When the local group of the American Guild of Organists made
plans for their first meeting of 1955 they decided to turn the event
into a ?arty for two of their number: whose marriage took place
just last week. )

They are Mr. and Mrs. Preston Rockholt, she being the former
Carrie Bailie McClatchey. o )

_ Members have changed the originally announced date, Friday'
night, to Saturday night, the time eight  o'clock, and the place:
-Emily Remington’s home on Kissingbower road.

FORMER AUGUSTAN, ELLEN GORDON (MRS. FRANK A, JR.)
9 Allen is back in the national limelight again—through The Ameri-
% can Home magazine..

The wife of Maj, Gen. Allen, former Camp Gordon command-
er, is featured in an article on Japanese Flower Arrangements—
which devotes a couple of pz:\ges to quotations and illustrations from
her book, “Japanese Flower Arrangements In A Nutshell.”-

There’s_also a very attractive picture of the booklet’s author.

The article points out that she’s one of few Americans to com-

*£ plete both the Ohara and Saga schools. ) )

Jj: It.also adds that the booklet is bel_nﬂ reissued by the National
Council of Books, Inc. Original publishers of the book wes- an

‘K Augusta firm. o )

. The Allens are currently Hying in Italy where Gen. Allen is

fe assigned.

TODAY'’S BIRTHDAY
Mrs. Nora F. Buckley, January 6.



AUTHORITY ON JAPANESE ARRANGEMENTS, TO SPEAK Mys. Allen, whose talk Is sloonsored bx the Augusta Council ofl
.THURSDAY—Mrs. Ellen Allen, an authority m._«LapMiiese.flower Oarden -Clubs, will speakatll a. m. The public is invited and jto$
arrangements and author of a recent book dealing with that art, admission will be charged. Mrs. Allen, Wljo spent a number. Qkd
will speak Thursday at the Garden Center, sharing her knowledge o

: € t years in Japan studying under experts there, is the wile of Uyig.
Japanese arrangements with flower lovers of Augusta and this ‘area. en. Frank A. Allert Jr., commander of Camp Gordon.



Ready For Action

Author-autcgraphs-books sessions are, unhappily, rare events in Tokyo.

So we couldnt fail to miss
dropping in at the Imperial
Tuesday afternoon to see how
Mrs Ellen Allen was getting
along with the autograﬁJhlng
chores on her "Japanese Flower
Arrangement in a Nutshell.”

A fairly steady stream of cus-
tomers came up to bu%/ a book
and haven chat with the vivaci-
ous general’s Ia_(lj_x whose inter-
est in okebaaa au '
and her husband, Maj-Gen Frank
Allen, Jr, came to Tokyo in 1S%0.

Since then, her enthusiasm and
talent for_flower arranging has
led her into teaching in the
ITnited States and Rome, into
book publishing in the US and
Japan, and now into the compli-
cated field of international or-
ganisations.

When Mrs Allen returned to
‘Japan two months ago after a
four-year absence, she had two
goals in mind. First, refresher
courses in the higher levels of
ikebana. She’s currently working
on five schools at once—Ohara,
Sogetsu,  lkenobo, Saga and
Kazan—in her flower-cluttered
room at International House.

_But the major purpose of her
visit" was to lay the groundwork
for an international organization
of ikebana devotees.

"1 had this in mind four years
Ago, but the time wasnt ripe,”
she told us between autographs
the other day. "But | came back
just at the right time. Japan is

ready to give the lead, and
masters like Ohara, and Sefn
Teshigahara are. solidly behind

the project.’

lkebana International, 'as the
brand new world organization is
called, already has a pro tern

group of officers, and tomorrow
afternoon the 11 is holding its
first general meeting at Interna-
tional House.

The occasion is a farewell fete
for Mrs Allen, who leaves for-
home next week. But anyone
interested in_ joining the "new,
group is Invited to attend and
sign up for membership.

“Our _primary purpose,” Mr
aUw "iplaiiieS; '5s to Seep the

lkebana International's
combined farewell for Mrs
Allen and first general meet-
ing will be held at Inter-
national House tomorrow
front 489 to 6.80. For re-
servations call Mrs Kramer,
8636-8580 or Mrs Smedlund,
48-2654. Fee is *300. Mrs
Alien will also have another
autograph session tomorrow
at the Tokyo PX, from I to
4 pm.

whole ikebana family together
and to keep us in touch with the
teachers and masters in Japan.”

Mrs Allen gave us a rough
sketch of the ambitious plans
lIkebana International has for
the future. These include pub-
lication of a magazine with the
latest ikebana information from
the masters of various schools,
setting up a permanent office in
Tokyo, and having Japanese
teachers travel abroad on teach-
ing tours to foreign branches.
An advisory board of masters
of different ikebana schools will
ive “policy guidance” to the
apanese chapter '*ose mem-
bers will _include foreign and
Japanese ikebana students.

Mrs Allen told us that she even.
has hopes that in five yearsl
Ikebana International dan stage j
an international convention—n
Japan. ' “And | hope we can get |
a-delegation of American florists.!
to come so they can see the

wonderful _array of material
available in Japanese flower
shops.”

The American florist is one of
Mrs Allen’s biggest bete noirs—
a definite hindrance to the spread
of Japanese flower arrangement
in the US.

“You can’t convince them tc
break a bunch and sell only one
or two flowers. Though I con-
tinually tell them the “avid ike-
bana arranger will buy more in,
the long run than the person Who
just buys a big bunch for special j
occasions.”

Now that Ikebana Inter-
national is launched, Mrs Allen
has a new crusade in mind. In
addition to working on setting
up US branches of the new or-
ganization, Mrs Allen also in-
tends “to do some things that
will shock them back home.”

_ By that she means “condition-
ing” the minds of Americans so .
they won't be shocked: by the-
works of such masters as Ohara
and Sofu Teshigahara.

“Americans are trained to think,
of flower arranging as ‘something
that takes place in a little con-
tainer.”  Mrs Allen plans to
change all that by introducing
them to the "avant-garde” ar-

angements of the niodera !
schools.

With her past record of suc-
cess, _the American fiower-

arranging public should be. “new
school” conscious in a very short

1time.



Japanese methods

[llire. Frank Allen authors
flower arrangement book

‘ 18 believed to be the first
A °n .Japanese flower arrange-

t~ bv en6 publi?hed “ this com-
i?7 X foA? ss *se Sar

ancient Oza{rtt hﬁ g s\(/)ellﬁgmgrelé.()f' this

Book layout
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title of S W (k:"xtimer i* _thelelemmlf’\]!!#?e beginner with thel

art of fiInwLb °n th,s ancient!
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9, T b o r is a graduate teacher
martPe lamoys Ohara_and - Saga

answer to demands for a book on
this subject by her students and
was published” by Tidwell Print-
ing, Inc., of Augusta. Mrs. Allen
conducts weekly classes in Japa-
nese flower arrangement and has
lectured before interested groups
in Augusta.

Long jdevoted to flowers, Mrs.
Allen Tirst became interested in
learning Japanese techniques and
methods, in the summer of 1950
while in’Japan. At that time, Gen.
Allen had left for Korea with the
famed First Cavalry Division of
which he was the assistant com-
manding general.

Many duties

_ Plunged immediately into a mul-
titude of activities which mush-
roomed into existence almost over-
night as troops were rushed from
Japan to the Korean battle fronts,
she assisted Jn thg operation of a
24-hour-a-day canteen as well as
other Red rJross duties.

It was dusing these hectie days
which marked the beginning of the
Korean police action™ that she be-
gan her study of Ikebana or “flow-
ers arranged according to rule.”;
In the limited leisure fime at her
disposal she studied _Ikebana .in
reg#Iar classes and private lessons
gt er home as a means of relaxa-
ion.

In her book, Mrs. Allen outlines (
the rules and procedures for ar-i
ranging flowers in the two funda-|
mental styles of Japanese flower
arrangemeént, The Moribana and
the Heika styles. Lesosns, illustrat-
ed with pictures and sketches,
clearly explain how to complete
the various forms of arrangements
for each of these styles. Addition-
al pages of pictures demonstrate
further examples of these- styles,
as well as advanced_ free stylé ar-
rangements. A brief historical

.-gH. of Japanese flower, ar-t-

fresher for.advanced students. ~ ter H. Gordon, U. S. Army. Her
~ *1 have three ambitions regard- father was related to Lt Gen.
ing Ikebana,” she explains. “First, John B. Gordon, famous Confed-
an‘%%fj goo?ptﬁfasd 2 !O;/eecgg(rjl ar][g erate hero of the War Between the
form angassociation of all individ- States and for whom Camp Gor
uals who are studying or have don was named. ]

stuped Japanese flower arrange- Feeling very much_at home in
ment; and, thirdly, to bring to this the South, shé finds it particular-
country some 3lay on tour the ly interesting that the shrubbery
great masters of this art, those and flowers are so familiar to
masters who are so wonderfully those found in Japan. So marked
qualified to display the art at its is this resemblance that she calls

highest peak of “perfection and this section of the nation “a flow-
er arranger’s paradise in the Unit-

beauty." 3
I Mrs. Allen It the daughter of the ed States.

i



riternational
Ikebanisft

E DISTANCE between Italy
I)-{and Japan was no barrier
0 Mrs.
he decided to take a “refresh-
r” course in flower arranging.
Being in Rome, she simply
lopped on a plane and flew back
:0 the land of ikebana—Japanese
loral arrangement.

Here the energetic visitor,
whose husband, Maj. Gen. Frank
A Allen heads the U. S. mili-
ary advisory, group in Italy,
s busy studying the latest meth-
> of making flowers look at-
ractive in pots.

Previously,, Mrs. Allen had
studied flower arranging in
fapan while Allen was stationed
vith the U. S. forces here and
n Korea, where he served- with
he 1st Cav. Div. during the
Corean War,

During those troublesome
;ays Mrs. Allen took up the
tudy as an effective “antidote
) worry.” After going to the
j. S, and later to Italy, she
fonducted classes on Japanese
lethods of flower arrangement,
terest abroad in this field, as

yet comparatively unknown in
the West, is tremendous, she

Frank A Allen whensaid. Her classes were filled to

capacity.

"My primary purpose in re-
turning to Japan was to take a
refresher course in flower ar-
ranging,” she said. “It is ne-
cessary to keep in touch with
the leaders in order to keep
abreast of the art.”

ncouraged by the strong
E interest evidenced inthe floral
art in the U. S. and elsewhere,
Mrs. Allen conceived the idea
of organizing an international
ikebana association which would
serve to promote cultural.values
and to stimulate better under-
standing among people OF East
and West.

As projected, international
headquarters would be in Japan
with chapters in the U. S. and
in other countries. Leaders from
the wvarious Japanese schools
would visit the U. S. on invi-
tation to put on exhibitions and
to instruct. The organization
would keep members informed
through a publication and work

5—Mrs. Allen studies lkenobo style under
Teacher Chiyoko Ueda.

closely with established- garden
associations. It would be a non-
profit organization.
The project is now being
initiated, Mrs. Allen said.
Mrs. Allen is the author of a

popular book on floral art,
Japanese Flower Arrangement
in a Nutshell. She holds a teach-
ing certificate from the Ohara
School of Japanese flower ar-
rangement.

Pacific Stars & Stripes 1'
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author of
Japanese <3~lower ff/*\,;rrangem.eni in a "yiutshell—a ¢fPhimer

QJftednesday, fyVlarch 4 at 4:00 p. m.
AVyiagnolia 4R .oom ofixlh Q*h

Q ilrs. tillen will demonstrale Japanese Slower arranging

Qjilicial Publication, of THE GARDEN CLUB OF OHIO, .INC.
Member oi NATIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE GARDEN CLUBS, Inc.
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Flower Art Lauded By Mrs. Alien

As one of the most'en-
thusiastic ~ students of
Japanese flower arrange-
ment, Mrs. Ellen G. Allen,
a former resident in Japan
and now of Washington,
D.G;, is contributing great-
ly to international friend-
ship through her efforts to
popularize the Japanese
art in ttye United States.
Mrs. Allen is the wife of
Maj.-Geri.  Frank A, Allen,
former Assistant Commanding
General (then as brigadier-
eneral) of the First Cavalr
ivision and later on the staff
of SCAp under Gen. Ridgway.
During her stay in Japan
during ~ the ears 1950-52,
Mrs. Allen took up the study
of Japanese flower- arrange-
ment, tpa_lrtl)r/ because of her
interest in flowers, but alsp a
means of —needed relaxation.
Eng)%mg. |;[]'tobbe a d{éh htful
egmgs’t_ saned Sgnmatseryy r,'!l _She has formed an organiza-  “l have three ambitions re-
ceived diplomas as a graduate tion called the Japanese garding lkebana,” Mrs. Allen
teacher -Of the - Ohara—and. gtl?ggle(r)f AArroTeer:ca and is h ing < :
e G ! -and A npes N
ment 5_phoo|svo£.||PwS ijlTaagtt to see the formation 0? 3 | Flfrst, IdV\ll(ant ItOCI sprefa(tih_a
Since" her return to the Parallel organization in Japan !OV€ TOr and knowiedge of this
United-States, she has publish- that, ~would ~transcend "all art; secondly, to form an as-
ed “Japanese Flower Arrange- schools and , would heli) to sociation of all individuals who
ment in = Nutshell.” which she bring together the people of are studying or have studied
has- dedicated to her teacher. many nationalities interested Japanese flower arrangement;
MES. Kimiko Fujiwara. As Mrs. in the art., ' and_thirdly, to bring ‘to the
Alien explains_ it, her mam 1 She has expressed her hopes United States some day on
purpose™ In_ writing the book In a letter written to Reikichi tour the great masters of this
was “to make the basic_prin- Yokohama, director of K. Miki- artl-those "who are so wonder-
ciples  of-* Japanese flower ‘moto. Inc.,i with- whom the fully qualified to display the
arrangement brief, "dear and WAllens became. friends during art_at. its highest pbak of
availabte“to anyone interested.” their stay in Japan. perfection:and beauty.

The Davison Book Store in Augusta, Georgia, has created
this special Japanese motif to display Mrs. book. -

You are mwelcomed to

Date: From Apr. 3 to 7

Place: Shjrokiya Department Store

Nihonbashi; Tokyo

Sponsored by
MAINICH1 NEWSPAPERS

IE ENGLISH MAINICHI
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April 30,1957

Mrs. Frank A. Allen, Jr.
2139 Wyoming Avenue, N.w.
W ashington, D.C.

Dear Mrs. Allen,

t cVinuldhlike to express my gratefulness
to you

M fy ~ tW h a't

been as successful had i reoiprocate

please do get to work on it soon.

I am enclosing ten copiesJease®°dS not

RS e OYo &8 BTt Mme, 2 hd 15w Phe pleased to

send you copies.

Thank you again for your cooperation.

Sincerelyyours,/

. M s/
Rita B. Copel

fl
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JAPANESE ART
SPREAD IN'US.

T% art »£ Japanese flower
arrangement has been pursued
with enthusiasm by mapy, for-
eigners during their staw.in this-
mcountry. Buf there is one Amei-J
lean, lady who passed on in her!

lo>—
ester- °"’n country the lessons, she
jtp of llearned her~"and even published
#|in'»t the English-speaking world.
Ofm?t She is the wife of Brig. Gen
Frank A. Allen who Sstudied
to be flower arrangement under the
it bar- t headmasters “of the Ohara and
Cam Saga schools during the two
ng years from June, 1950, she spent
Torces In Tokyo.
torean After returning to her home-
land last year, Mrs. Allen real-
s Sun- ized the “flowers and shrub-
jly op- bery in the southern parts of
a_new the United States were strikingly
*i /the similar to those she found in
of %ﬁan. And <she asked herself:
not pass on her knowledge

ng the on flower arrangement so others
ti& unit too may enjoy the beauty of
the 1,414-year-old art?

I jCoun-
Imittee The result was the founding
%f a uni Uﬁ class |rf1 r,]Atlial)rlna,
eorgia. e story of the blue-
i ts)r/r?gg[)s eyed “ikebana” téacher spread
t tdta like wildfire by word of mouth,
-ltatday , < h’s” Allen .found her-
(P ilin g ISEII delugead dW|th r;eqy_esté for
cts-ity MRS. EBANK A ALLEN of Atlanta, Georgia, cherishes me than anything else this eciures and, demonstationt.
i And to satisfy a wiSer circle

icture of herself receiving a teacher’s certificate from a represei. Ittve of the Ohara Sclutol >

jistiip - bF ower arrangement. Sie also has an instructor’s diplomapfrom the Saga School. of would-be disCiples who want

ia triw to learn the art but bemoan the
lack “of qualified teachers, she
published " a 52-page booklet
called “Japanese 4Flower Ar-
rangement A
Primer.” Intended primarily as
a practical handbook for’ the
beginner, the manual outlines
the basic principles of the art
in a simple, step-by-step man- X
ner. (Copies are now available **
at the Imperial Hgfel Book-g

shop.) ©
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E?le?. Allen certajnly dpesn’t
look “like the mothey of two
sons, hot hofficers in the U. S.
Army, two married daughters
and ‘seven grandchildren. Nor
does_she approach flower ar-
ranging as tho it was once a
life-saver for her! The daughter

an_Army \officer, the late
Maj. Gen. Walter H. Gordon,
and a descendent of Maj. Gen.

John B. Gordon, a hero of the
Confederacy, Ellen Gordon Al-
len has traveled around the
X?,» a yas duFlintg er, third
tour mn Japan that'she began
studying the ancient art. Arriv-

jofLm% apan in the summer o
|aoo, Gen. ancfI I\/?rs._wnen haJ
been settled in_their countr
house near Tokio only a wee

and "tHERSRIPAN WY RdKEH

off as an assistant commandin
eneral of the famed Firs
avalry Division.
“l was alone and worried ”
Ellen. Allen as her
deft Angers twist telny w#es
branches of greens and
blossoms; clip stems to proper
lengths; evolve beautiful ar-
rangements from basic rules
lor "making the rhost of the
lines of nature. “I was plunged
#nto a multitude, nf -
*Which mustrrooified overnight
*ss troops were rushed from
vJapan"to Korea. | worked in a
24-hour-a-day  Canteen for in
comln% servicemen; with the
Red ross. And because,..].
aJgfdedretoxation, had always
been interested in flower»” |
employed limited leisure time
studying ‘lkebana,’ taking regu-
lar classes as well as private
Jessons at home. It was an anti-
tdote tp worrv.”

laurel and smilei at her class.

Allen Is a Teacher
of a Truly Ancient Art

By EVELYN PEYTON GORDON

Mrs. Allen, who earned her
teacher’s certificate in Japan,
presented to her b ourl
Ohara, headmaster of, the fa-
mous Ohara School of Japan-
ese flower arrangement, also,
studied at the Saga School and'
was awarded a certificateby”
Koshi Tsujii. . So she is conjg
ﬁletely accredited to teach, an
nas besides, written an engag-,
|n%.and very lucid book on the-
subject which she calls “Jap-
anese Flower Arrangement in*
a Nutshell; a primer.”

'THE other day the class was
A conducted in the big “bay”
window” of Small’s “Flower
Shop, and while a half-dozen
eager women watched “teach-
er”g demonstrate both the
“Moribana” style — the low
bowls; and the “Heika” style-
in tall vases; | was, amazed at
the basic simplicity of the sub-
ject. As | listened | became
aware that the more you learn
about classic flower arran%e-
ment, “Japanese style”, the

.more there is to learn and the

more you want to know

“Thé minimum c6urse
should be one year,” chuckléd]
Mrs. Allen'as a pupil proudly
showed the fruits of her sec
ond lesson! On the other hand, ]
Teacher_ Allen pointed with
equal pride to Mme. Nykopp’s
achievement after two lesscjis;
a handsome arrangement
which held honor place”in the
drawing room of the Finnish
Legation the other afternoon
when the Minister and Mme.

I}l)%p entertained at a huge

jj weaves magic

wornan "with sparkling blue eyes, curly white hair, tied a pink-
aPtotl £X££jheniagn|ficent peacock blue Japanese kimono, picked up a long
Ellen Gordon Aden,,wife of Maj. Gen.

teacher of»”e art ~s3’ en”HUSSS *Ca™°u™ JRPanese flower arrangement, and as talented

The art Of Japanese flower
arrangement had its primitive
beginnings when the Buddhist
religion was Imported into NIp-
pon from Chin», 'About

A.D. the enthusiasm of'Prince
Shokoku for the new religion
resulted in the start, stemming
from the early custom of plac-
ing flowers as ~offerings to;
Buddha in the temple. Mrs.
Allen chants volubly as she
from what
would look like a fagot of
Sticks and leaves and spindly
flowers.

“This is modern Japanese;
more flexible and more suite
to modern living and modern
houses in Japan, even more
suited to our even more elab-
orate furnishing in this
country, )

“Ancient' art. permits onl
three basic positions in whic
flora can be set, but all others
" derive from those. \Ve ysg
these sticks (cutting a florist™s
green wand in proper lengths)
as _a pattern; the subject-
main floral piece—one” and

| traits:

one-half times the width of a
low bowl, or height of a tall
vase; the second, two-thirds
the length or depth, and the
object, or third basic flower,

m. always turnecTTorward.

“Flowers must always look
up and the Japanese explain
it so charmingly—to the sun
or to catch the dew. All of us
know the Japanese characteris-
tics of boldness, stren%h, ag-
gressiveness, courage. But not
many who have never lived
among these people appreciate
the fact that they also possess
the very antithesis of these
deep-seated love of
beauty, art and cultural pur-
suits.” History says that the
Japanese are descended from a

I mixture of migrant Tartars

J from the north afid what were
apparently Malayans from the
south; the latter contributing

Jr to the love of beauty.!’

. ———h [—
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ihusband, House Suffer

o iTle in v ictim of Arrangem ent-itis

By Valarie Edinger

. Wives of Army men who go

overseas often return the victims
of strange fevers and maladies,
occupational hazards of being an

Army wife.

So did Mrs. Frank A Allen, a
Georgia woman, temporarily sta-
tioned in Washington after hav-
ing lived in Japan with her hus-
band, a major-general, during a
tour of duty.

The malady? Japanese "ar-
rangement-itis.”

She caught it from the men,
women and children of Japan;
everybody there has it to some
degree, she remarked yesterday,

And she developed a full-
fledged case as she studied and
became a graduate teacher of
the Ohara and Saga schools of
flower arrangements.

A Hopeless Victim

Her husband knew she was a
hopeless victim some time after
they had returned from Japan
when he discovered she had
brought back, for future ar-
rangements, some rocks from Ja-
pan. "Then | was just amazed
he did not send me to an insti-
tution,” she confided smilingly to Ition. “And people from all walks arranger.....“Xoup _ arrangement*
an audience of Virginia garden ofilife'Come to see.” should be so lovely to you that'
and arranging experts héFe yes- The main satisfaction, from jt will refresh your soul,” she
terday. Japanese arranging, Mrs. Allen declared. “It doesnt have to be

How sad is her case? “My is the joy it brings to the lovely to anybody else.”
house is cluttered up with tini

pails of arrangement material. 1
“l bought a nice garbage can!

the other day; Next thing I*

knew, it was filled with flowers.

“The kitchen suffers. General
Allen suffers. Flowers must go
on...”

But there’s a brighter side to
‘painting with flowers,” as Mrs.
Allen styles it. "If you're really j
worried, it’s an antidote. If you I
have your mind on a Japanese ;
flower arrangement and really j
want to do it right, )/ou can’t
think of anything else/” .

—ouui rnoio py Michael o Neil
Mrs. Frank A. Allen and Japanese arrangement

'«?" heF audience became ex-
posed to her special Ftype of ar-
ranging fever, in a (tay-long ses-
sion of lecturing. and demon-
strating in the Old Dommion
Room of Miller & Rhoads ye-
terday, Mrs. Allen passed on
her choice tips on Japanese ar-
ranging. Her appearance was

k sponsored by thejir*ma Asso-
o ciation of Accredited Flower
n Shew Judges, of which Mrs. Wi -
; liam Carpenter Jones is Presl
Lt dent. Nature 1» Guide |
i, “Let nature be your guide and |
e you'll have the secret of Japa-

nese flower arranging, Mrs.
2 Allen said. .
_And don’t be afraid of not

i having the right kinds of ma-
terials, said the expert, charm-
ingly attired in a blue Japanese

o Kimono. “Just use what you
| have in 'the Japanese manner.

-uy But actually, she continued,

“most everything that grows in
; Japan grows in this country
K ang n\}\?ergltﬁo%f material is not
Id, at all necessary, she stressed.
of Concentrating on an elaborately
. simple and natural effect is the
Jr main idea, she indicated. We
are painting with flowers. When
painting with paint, we dont
daub on more paint just because
we have it. Restrain yourself.

It takes great control, at times.

The time to really study the
arts of nature is in the Fan and

Winter. “Then you’ll be sur-

prised. how many Japanese ar-
1 rangements you can discover in
the »trees,”. Mrs,. Allen” said-

In Japan, there’ aren’t so
,many competitive flower shows
as in this country, Mrs. Allen
said. Most of the shows Bare
more like a one-man art exfubi-

st
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TOKYO SOCIETY

Mrs. Ellen Gordon Allen, au-
thor of “Japanese Flower-ar-
rangement in a Nutshell,” met
about 50 American ladies who
are interested in flower-arrange-
ment at the Washington Heights
Club Thursday mornink.

Mrs. Alien suggested the idea
of organizing an International
Ikebana Association heie. Mrs,
Allen is staying in Tokyo for
two months to refresh her
knowledge of this typically
Japanese art. While help she
desires to meet the masters of
Ohara, Saga, lkenobo andsoge-
tsu Schools and also learn mout
the art of making dwarf rees.

Mrs. Allen, who is the wie of
Brl?. Gen. Frank Allen, laid'
that two days after her armlal
in Japan in. 1950 she stated
taking lessons in the OAra
School.  Later she studiec&at
the Saga School too. Upon ter
return ~to Augusta, eorgL
Mrs. Allen taught flower-arranger
merit to her "friends and iafcj*
in Italy while Her husband war
stationed there. f

While in Italy she gav! a
flower arrangement exhibiion
through the cooperation of ,ilrs.
Ken Harada, wife of the fanner
Japanese Ambassador to| the
Vatican.

Before her return to As,anta,
Ga. soon Mrs. Allen hopes to
see the nucleus of the Interna-
tional  Ikebana  Association
started. “If you are interested
in this art you will miss the
contact with” the teachers and
friends here, who are Also in-
terested in flower-arrarigemeht
after you return home. Ikebana
is the best antidote to worry
and an escape from the turmoil
of every day,” said Mrs. Allen
stressing the importance of con-
tact among_ Iketlana 2r|thu5|asts.

The Indonesian  Consulate
General  invited Indonesian
residents in Tokyo and its

vicinity to the offiCial residence
of the Consul General at Ko-
ama-cho, Shinagawa in_cele-
ration of Independence Day..

The party was held from 9
to 11 a.m. Varied delicious In-
donesian dishes were served to
the delight of the guests. This
was also an annual reunion for
the Indonesian residents, some
of whom are in business while

A

many, others,are students.

Mrs. D. Hejmadi, wife of the
First; Secretar%/ of the Indian
Embassy, was hostess at a tea at
her home Thursday afternoon
inviting man%/ of "her Indian
friends and other ladies mostly
of the diplomatic corps.

Delicious Indian snacks were
served for tea.

Mrs. Hejmadi’s guests were;
Mrs. B. R.” Sen, wife of the In-
dian Ambassador; Miss Urmila
Sen, Mrs. Venil Stuart, Mrs. D. P.
Wllham, Mrs. W. G. Pybus, Mrs.
Fouard Mohammed Shebl, Mrs.
Reeai Basan, Mrs. Radiur_Rah-
man Noore, Miss Hanako Shige-
mitsu, Mrs. D. Henley, -Mrs.
Gerling, Mrs. N. K. Chatterji,
Mrs. Desai, Mrs. Toru Naka-
awa, Mrs. Neville, Mrs. tShib,-

rs. .G, lilishna,’ Mrs. Shiv-
shanker, Mrs. Jain, Mrs Narsieh
and Mrs. Curt Mahnig. m 1

Mrs. Ellen Gordon Allen, a flower-arrangement enthusiast,
met more than 50 American ladies who are also interested In
the same art at the Washington Heights Club Thursday morn,
ing. Seen with Mrs. Allen, right, IS Mrs. Seitei Taguchi who
teaches flower-arran%ement at the Washington Heights Club'
and Mrs. George J. Kramer.
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Ellen G. Allen

A gentle,’ silver-haired South-
ern lady has returned to Ja{)an,
all the way from Rome, Italy,
with to her a dedicated mis-
sion: to use her vast knowledge
to help establish an Internation-
al ikebana (Flower Arrange-
ment) Association.

“Frankly,” says Mrs. Ellen
G. Allen, "wife of Major Gen-
eral Frank A. Allen, ‘one-time
assistant division commander of
the First Cavlry Division, “it
is no_new idea of mine. | have
had it ever since | left Japan
and returned to the United
States in 1952. The idea came
to me after | returned home,
and since | have lived in Rome,
it has grown even stronger.”

_Ikebana happened into the
life of this general’s Iad¥._She
was in Japan, ready for leisure
and the constant round of part-
ies that form part of official
life. And then her husband left
for Korea and war work des-
cended upon her, with the
American Red Cross.

“We_all needed some form of
relaxation after our long hours
ht the canteens and service
clubs,” says Ellen Allen, “mine
was Ikebana. | loved it from

the start, and my teacher too,
Mrs. Kimiko Fujiwara. _Also,
you know, there’s a terrific 'ad-
vantage in doing badly in any
subject, for then you have to
work harder.”

The ladies never talked while
they were Working. They watch-
ed " carefully yhe selection of
the flowers. They learned to
choose the materials, to bend,
to fasten, to plant, to form-the
whole.

“After working, however,”
says Ellen Allen, “it was dif-
ferent. Everyone talked. We
were all pent up. We had so
much to say.” |1

Georgia, her husband’ next
place of duty, was ideal for
5Jursum her interest, outside of
apan, because in Georgia she
found the same materials, the
same climate. She found pine,
red earth, azalea, magnolia,
moss, and she found interest-—
and pupils. At the Augusta
Garden Cliib Ellen Allen taught
Ikebana, to a class half civilian,
half military.

Friends suggested a book,
based on her experience; on
the notes, of her lectures, and
this she did, all on her own.

“Oh, how | worried,”- she
smiled “l dreamt of stockpiles

of books and General Allen
berating me for printing so
many, eéach time we moved our

post.” But happil?/, I was wrong.
The book, | called it ‘Japanese
Flower Arrangement 'in a
Nutshell’ and dedicated the first
edition to Mrs. Fujiwara, my
beloved teacher, was an Im-
mediate success. Some 8,000 in
all have been published:™"- - -

In Rome, where General
Allen became Chief of the
MAAG and Ambassador Luce’s
chief military advisor, the
Wilmington-born Iad?/ kePt on.
“ lkebana," she recalls, “flowed
all over me. Like a glass into .
which too much water has been
oured. It’s such an adventure,
uch a fascinating new .ex-
perience.” She began to teach
in Rome, an international class
composed of several nations,,
since—in her own words—*"“she
would, never teach “one solid
group

Ellen Allen consulted _with
ISMEO (“We are living in an
era_of initials”)—the _Institute
of Middle East’ and Far East
with her idea of establishing an
“Alt-World . Ikebana _Institute.”
.The reception, she found, was
tremendous and enthusiastic.

Now this lady, hitherto too
busy with raising children to
even develop a green thumb (“I
always forgot to water ’the
flowers”) comes to Japan, on
her crusade to spread the
knowledge of Japanese flower
ﬁrran%(%ment beyond the con-

nes Japan

My husband,” she says,
was” nice enough to let me
come, even though he is still in

Rome. We will” have our re-
union in mid-September at his
new post, Fort McPherson,
Georgia, again a fine place for
gathering “the materials we
must have for Ikebana.”
_ The general’s lady has some
interesting comments on
gardening -and flower arrange-
They dont match, too
well. Each Consumes too much
time. Besides — “gardeners
never like to cut an¥_ ing and
in lkebapa we must Tirst cut to
arrange.

This gentle lady who haa ar-
ranged “pieces “Iin the thou-
sands,” who has composed
backwards, even so that her
audience will see what, she' is
dom?, is in the midst of Un-
derstanding the most modern,
the progressive styles. She al-
ready has teacher’ certificates
from the Ohara School and the
Saga School, and her pamph-
let' on Ikebana has been
translated into Italian. But, as
she herself says, “you can
never learn it all, for an art
FOws.

Asked for her preference, in
materials, Ellen Allen replied
she had none. “The Creator has
made the lines in the twigs and
branches.. He has mixed the
colors in the flowers and leaves.
Through Ikebana we must
simply’ arrange His master-
Pleces effectively, must learn
0 reco?\;luze design in Nature.”

And Mrs. Allen, speaking of
her heartfelt plan to see the
knowledge of 1kebana ’spread
all over the world has this .to
add: “1 see no reason why lIke-
bana cannot become a_garland
of flowers surroundln% -the
whole world «with its beauty
and blndlnP us all to gether in
real and [asting _frler_ldshl;)—a
magnificent contribution from

Japan, to the World’at larges”
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PVT FORD ALBRIGHT of the US Marine Corps, stationed
at Camp McGill, was one of the first customers for an auto-
graphed copy of Mrs Ellen Allen’s “Japanese Flower Arrange-
ment in a Nutshell.” He’ not a flower arranger himself—the
book is a present for his mother, Mrs Sidney Albright, wife
of the managing director of SCOth Century-Fox in Australia.
Mr and Mrs Albright are in Tokyo on a brief visit to their two
sons, both stationed with the US forces here.

YOMIURI JAPAN NEWS

Ithas long bel
more houseworke |

This is not, you understand
because the woman wants tl
ease up on her home dutie®
Oh, no, nothing like that.

The reason is that in this neurl
tic, psychiatric, _divorce-breedii|
culture’we live in, the accent
on “share.” The small womai
of today feels that the big mal
should ~share her experience!
like dishwashing, dusting, laun(|
ering and bedmaking.

As a female friend puts it:

“All the psychologists tell ul
that the way to hapf_)y marriagl
is a mutual pulling-together!
The way | see it, that goes for
the disposal of garbage, too!™

In case any housewives arel
wondering how the US nationals
picture looks—so far as male!
help meets are concerned — wel
have facts and figures today tol
prove that more men are doing
more odd chores around the do-
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2000 Woodley Road, N.W
W ashington, D. C.
May 29, 1973

Mr.Carl K. Wilson
Republic Building,
Seattle 1, Washington,

Dear Mr. Wilson:

Thank you so very much for your nice letter of May 22nd, which
came during my absence from the city;- | am therefore hastening to reply
to advise you concerning the carrying of my booklet, Japanese Flower
Arrangement in a Nut-Shell»-a Primer.

lam very much interested in your firm carrying the booklet
due to the fact it was written to spread correct information on theJapanese
style of arrangement and to keep the price range within the means of most
people who are interested in flowers*-



-TRANSLAT ION-

COMMENDATION OF MRS. ALLEN

When I met Mrs. Allen for first time, | was very much impressed

to observe that she i1s an intellectual pleasant lady.

About four years ago 1 became fairly well acquinted with Mrs.
Allen. Since 1 have appreciated her kindness and great thoughtful-

ness toward others.

Mrs. Allen*s flower arrangement show that she has great artistic
talent, and is pleasant and very intelligent. She especially is very
much iInterested in Japanese flower arrangement; furthermore she wants
to master it and i1s very capable doing i1t, too. | was surprised to
note that her flower arrangement shows that she knows the Japanese
very well. For instance, her arrangement shows the characteristics of

Japanese culture.
Mrs. Allen was the founder of International Flower Arrangment.

This 1s an association of flower loving people gathered to-
gether. But | hope that they will be more than just flower loving ;
for 1 believe that Mrs. Allen, like myself believes that iIn this

world everybody can be very close like a beautiful flower*s petals.

The head of Shofu-Ryu
OSHIKAWA, Jyosui












